Habitat (Ecosystems)
Grade: 4-8
Estimated Time: 45-90 minutes depending on the length of the field trip.
Standards

Background

Habitats, or ecosystems, are very different all over the world and around the comunity.  The best way to learn about habitats is to go out and take a close look, or beginning an ecological study.  Ecologists are still learning how organisms work together in their different habitats.  Tundra, forests, wetlands and oceans are Alaska’s four major ecosystem types and each of them may be sub-categorized.  
Objectives
Students will be able to:

1. describe the things plants need to survive

2.  the ways in which plants depend on animals and other plants (the basic components of habitats)  
3. be able to identify habitats in their region.  
Vocabulary

Sugcestun:
English: Tundra, forest, grassland, wetland, ocean
Materials/Resources

Map of community

Compass and GPS
Flags to mark habitats
Marker to mark flag

Small maps for students to label
2005, Elpel, Thomas, Shanleya’s Quest, Mountain Press, Missoula, MT
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Alaska’s Ecology 2001, pages 37-44 found at the following web page http://www.sf.adfg.state.ak.us/Static/statewide/aquatic_ed/awc%20activities/ecology/background%20information/ecology%20iii_living%20things%20in%20their%20habitats.pdf
Teacher Preparation
Activity Procedure

1. Brainstorm with the class about plants and their habitats. Make lists of all the things that they know about the area around and in the community that relate to habitat.
2. Write the words OCEAN, WETLAND, FOREST, GRASSLAND, and TUNDRA on the board.  Continue discussing these habitats.  Talk about what kinds of plants and animals grow in each of these habitats.  
3. Once the students have a good understanding of each of the habitats, have them identify locations of as many of them near the school as possible. Have each student devise a key for their map to identify each of the different habitats.

4. Take a field trip to the locations identified by the students.  Discuss how the students classified each area.  Confirm the classifications and have the students label them on their map with the actual GPS location as well.
5. Leave a flag in each of the areas identified for future reference (make sure to label the flag appropriately, other classes may be doing research at the same time as you).

6. When you get back to the classroom compare and contrast the maps and how they were labeled by students.

